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_ Affairs of FRANCE: 


With Obfervations on TransacrTions at Home. 


S2aturdap, November 3. 1705. 


I£ laft Paper having Prefented a 

fhort View, of the Grievance of 

Palpit Raillery; 1 ceafe to enlarge 
upoa that-Head, tho’ the Subje& has an In- 
finite Variety, in hopes the Gentlemen will 
at-laft be Wife; take the hint, not only gi- 
ven them by me, but indeed by the general 
Profpeét of Affairs; which if they have any 
Eyes intheir Heads, and their Underftan- 
dings are not fuffocared, by the Vapours of 
their Party Spleen, they may fee every 
Day more and more brings their Pulpit 
Drollery ovt of Fafhion. 

I refer the farther Enlargment on this 
Head, tothe Time whenthis more Solemn 
Addrefs being concluded, 1 fhall Dire&t my 
Speech : more particularly to the Gentlemen 
of the Convocation, upon this, and feveral 
other Matters of Weight and Confequence 
worth their Regard. 

I now with the fame bumble Freedom, go 


ou to the fecond Head, of this Mifchievous 


Parties Methods, to Embroil this Unhappy 


Nation, THE TONGUE; and tho’ the 
Tongue, generally confider'd, be the Agent 
in the Pulpit, as well as in Converfation, 
yet asit ishere particularly underftood, to 
re{peft Common Diftourfe, I hope the Di- 
ftinftion may be allow’d me. 

By the Tongue therefore, 1 defire to be 
uniderftood here, the Loofe thefe Gentlemen 
give themfelves, in their Common Difcour- 
fes of all forts, to Rail at, Abufe ‘and Re- 
proach the Gorernment, the Diffenters, the 
more Moderate Churchmen, and Univer- 
fally all thofe, that willnot run with them 
inco the fame Excefs of Riot. 

It would be Indecent in this Paper, while 
I am Addreffing it to the Honourable Houle 
of Commons, to fillit,up with the Oppro- 
brious Speeches, which in all Places are to 
be heard, from whe Gentlemen of the High 
Church, and particularly from the Inferi- 
our Clergy in nfoft parts of England ; a- 
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padent Slanders rais’d upof her Perfon and 
Governmen - 


gainkt the Queen, againft the Miniftry, 2- 
gainft the more Moderate Clergy, and a- 
gainft the Dimers 3 and I think 1 may not 
= Extravagant, if I fay, that fuch is the 
Unbounded Liberty thefe Gentlemen give 
themfelves, that if Words could be made Tre.t 
Jou, one third at leaft of the Inferiour Cler- 
gy in England would be Hang’d; I neither 
' swith them that Penalty, nor defire tofee #, 
Hut heartily with them more Modefty, and 
that they would confider, thatthe daily Re- 
proaches they caft upon the — in their 
Common Difcourfe, is certainly an Invahon, 
not of their Manners only, but of that ve- 
ry Allegiance, which they have Sworn to 
Her Majefty, which cannot but fignifie, that 
as their Hands are ty’d from Oppofing her, 
their Tongues alfo aré ty’d from Abufing 


Te 

Thave not a few times obferv’d thefe Gen- 
tlemen, to Reproach a Certain Writer of 
the Times, for ill treating Crown’d Heads ; 
and without doubt fome Deference in Stile 
js due, even to the Charaéters of our dig- 
nifi'd Enemies; but with what Face can 
“thefe Gentlegien take Notice of fuch things 
in another,-and they at the fame time, be 
ever Vilifiing, Lampooning, and Belying 
sheir Native Sovereign, and that with 
‘Terms full of Indecency and Difrefpeét? 

I might fay here, and fuch a Sovereign 
eo, fuch a Princefs, as in {pight of all their 
Ul Treatment, Proteéts and Defends them 5 
and on whofe Profperity sbey ftand; tho’ Ig- 
norantly and Blindly, they would pull down 
that Fobrick of Government, which in its 
Fall, muft inevitably bury themfelves in the 
Ruines. 

Such a Princefs, as taking no Notice of 
the repeated Infolencies ot their Party, Go- 
verns them with all the Tendernefs and 
Gentlenefsthey can delire, and Ten Thoa- 
fand times more, than they ought to ex- 


Such a Princefs, as’ in whofe Condué, 
they can find no Rational Caufe of Come 
plaint, but that the will not be that Ty- 
rant they defire ; will not pull down the 
Fence of the Laws, and put the Rod into 
their hands to Opprefs their Neighbours. 

A Princefs, that bas forgiven them Ten 
Thoufand Talents, in the Injuries and Im: 


cae 


t, in Expeétation their Forbea- 


rance to their Brethren, fhould have bora 


fome Proportion to the Royal Beneficence, 


tho’ all thofe Hopes have been Unhappily — 


difappointed. 


A Princefs, that Rules them by that fame. 
Moderation they contema, and which if fhe 


pleafed to ar? and reaffume that Power, 
which Juitice and their Crimes would make 
exceeding Rational, the Nation would be 
too hot forthem, andthey would not dare 
to fhow their Faces to their own Words. 

- Wonder not, Gentlemen of the Houfe 
of Commons, that en Humble Author, 
prefumes to Complain to you of thefe thirgss 
the “Nation waits to f-¢ your wonted Zeal 
Exerted, in Vindicating your Sovereign, 
from the Infolences of the Ungovern’d 
Tongues, of an Exafperated Party. 

You cannot be Ignorant, Gentlemen, of 
the Truth of the Faét ; every Street, every 
Town, every partin the Nation, is full of 
this Bafe and Unmannerly Treatment ; the 
Queen, the Government, the Peers, ay, ard 
every Honeft Gentleman in your Houle, is 
daily touch’d in this Bvil; our Streets a= 
bound with horrible Language, and our 
Common People are Taught, to Vilifie 
their Governours. ; 

Our Plowmen talk of Mifmanagenient at 
Court, our Mob Sing Ballads and Lam 
poons againft the Government ; Taxes, the 
War,the Minifiers , ace all CalPd Grievances ; 
and this Beating the French, moves fome 
Gentlemen fo, thet they cannot bear 
1 

Thefe are Iniquities to be Punith’d by 
the Judge, and you are the only Judges 
what Punifhment it deferves; i have nei 
ther Defign, nor Defire to mention or pree 
fcribe 1 unifhments; buc I become an Hume 
ble Petitioner, that the Pragtice may be 
Cenfur'd, Difcourag’d and Supprefs'd, as a 
thing without which, the Peace of this Na- 
tion can never be Maintain’d, a general 
Charity among Chriftians be preferv’d, or 
the Duty of Subjeéts to the Queen, be ever 
perform’d. 

Under all this Clamour, may it pleafe 
your Honourable Houfe to Refleét, here 
appears nothing of Faét; all the Peoples 

Grievances, 


| 


~~ $f raifed for an unnec 


and Diforders in the Government are pro- 


- perly Cognizable in your Houle. We fee 


no Impeachments yet brought againft the 
Minifters of State or Managers of the War, 
or Revenues ; all the Refuge of this Party, 
confifts in Noife and meer Clamour for the 
fake of it; aiming at poifoning the igno- 
rant People with Chymeras of Dangers and 
Difafters, when Peace and Plenty flourifhes 
among them under the beft Government 
in the World. 

Filling the Minds of ignorant Men with 
Impreffions of Difloyalty and Difaffeétion, 
and juduftrioufly fomenting Jealoufies a- 
mong the People one of another, grudging 
at the Payment of legally raifed Taxés, as 
ary War 3 which car- 
ried on for feparate and Foreign Jaterefts, 
exhaufts the Englifhb Treafure to do us no 
Good ; as if nothing could convince us of 
the neceffiry of this War, bot feeing the 
Enemies of the Proteftant Religion, rava- 


-ging our plentifol Fields, plundering our 


populous Towns, violating the Sacred Tem- 
les of our Religion, and rifling the Cha- 
hity of our Families. ; 

Reafons and Arguments have in vain 
been ufed with thefe People, and as the 
Cafe fiands with them, Reafon and Argu- 
ment are at End. To argue with them, isto 
talk Gofpel to a Kettle Drum, all Methods 
of Difcourfe are run down with the cla- 
mour of their Tongues. The intollerable 
Cry of the Danger of the Church feems to 
have been calculated to drown the proper 
Jealoufies we ought.to have of the fecret 
Defigns this Party-have againft the Church, 
Kingdom, and whole State of Religion in 
Europe. 

[t would amaze a medeft Bar, to hear the 
Difcourfes of thefe Gentlemen, how they 
applaud every Aétion of the Enemys how 
they leffen all our Succefles and Advanta- 
ges, as Trifles, and things that only ferve 
to lengthen out the War, and keep us the 
longer a Dying: -How they heighten the 
leat Advantages of the Enemy, and infinu- 
ate, That we had better give it over, we 
fhall never obtain our Ends. : 

Does not her Majefty in her Gracious 
Speech to the Parliament tell your Honours, 
what all confideringMen know to be juft,viz. 
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" Grtevantes, thé Boblice Mifnanagem 


Thas if the French Ring continue OM 

the Spanith Monarchy, the Ballione of 

ower in Europe és utterly deftroy’d, and be 
will be able in 4 Pais time toengrofs the 
Trade and the Wealth of the World. 

‘Thefe Gentlemen tell you No, *tis no fuch 
thing; for- if the Spaniard confents to an 
open Trade; we may do as well with the 
Houfe of Bourbon on the Spanifh Throne, as 
the Houfe of duftries that it is all one 
to England, and Crofs or Pile may be caft, 
tis not a Farthing matter to us, 

This is like faying, What fignifies Con- 
federacies and Leagues abroad to us, who 
have our Wooden Walls to defend us? as 
if we were to live without Foreign Trade, 
and could fupport our Manufactures, by 
a Circulation among our felvess and as if 
the Houfe of Bourbon poffeffing, would not 
foon make our Maoufaéture as precarious 
in Spain, as it’s now in France; and as if we 
fhould have any part of the Trade, longer 
than they pleafed, or till after they had 
done with it; but of this by it (elf, when 
this Paper fhall reafflume the Subje& of 
Trade. 

May it pleafe the Honfe of Commons 
but to examine this {preading Contagion, 
and prefcribe fuch proper Remedies Scie, 
as in their Great Wifdom fhall {een meet, 
we might once.again be a quiet Nation, 
and Union might appear in our Society 5 
bat nothing elfe can do its till this Supream 
Authority take Hance of it, “tis in 
vain for us to expe& any Ceffation of this 
Mouths: War ; this Feud {preads into the 
very Countenances of our People, and u 
any extraordmary News it is not hard fo 
guefs at Mens Party by their Outfides, 

‘I appeal to the Judgment-of all impar- 
tial Obfervers, if there are-not fome Gen- 
tlemen among us who are to be known by 
the Blevation of their Countenances; when 
any publick Diftafter. befalls the Nation, 
Smiles fit on their Brows, and a fort of 
Pleafure is to be feen in their Afpe&t, when 
even their own M{rael flee before the Phili- 
ftines ; do the French fall in with our Rufbie 
Fleet, and Mafter our Men of War, a fecret 
Joy difcovers it felf in their Countenan- 
ces,and a {inal} Skil will juftify the Obferva- 
tion from the Charge of Breach of Charity. 

Was the Catalonian Expeditjon ee 


ae) Mi Pepe hia wa cere sy 


milcr?ry, of ut teal did theiesGentlemen 
but think {0 3. how pleas’d.did ‘they appear 
ac the Difatter of ‘their: Native: Country! 
how pleafant were :they- on the Subject! 
how did they make themfelves merry with 
the Knight-Errantry of the Prince of Hef, 
and: began to pat haar the Perfon of 
K. Charles 11. and his: Afiftant the EB. of 
P——— Above all, how did thefe Gentlemen 
upbraid the Government, for not fending a 
certain. Gentleman that was-once there: be- 
fore, and. make’ Odious Comparifons be- 
tween the: prefent.and naft Naval Expedi- 
tions ! 
’ To reprefent thefe to the Houfe of Com- 
mon, would favour of. mere Arrogance than 
the Author of this fhall ¢ver be guilty of; 
_were ‘not the mifchievous Confequence of. it 
moft fatally growing upon the Nation, and 
the Influence and Authority of the Geatle- 
men too great upon the Common People: 
Our Gentlemen who chink they ferveaCaufe 
in this, are not perhaps aware whole Work 
they are doing, when they ;flacken_ the 
Hearts and Hands. of the Queen’s Subjects, 
as far as in them lies, in the joint fupport- 
ing the heavy Préflures of along and a 
Chargeable War. 

How thefe Gentlemen perform the Dut 
of faichful Subjefts to. her.Majefty, an 
Lovers of their: Native Country, isa Que- 
ftion' Wife Men would be: glad to fee -an- 
fwer'd, and the Confequence is left to ex- 
plain-———But this may be faid of them 
without Breach of Charity, if flighting 
and {peaking difrefpe@ttully of the Queen 5 
if difcouraging and difheartening her Sub. 
jects. ifcfilling all Partics with Jealuuties 
of one another ; ir mocking and- ridiculing 
the Conftitution ; if farting . Deftructive 
Nocions in Religious Intereft: ; if fuggeft- 
ing Unintended Rebellion and Diforders in 
the Diffenzers 5 if reviling the Minifters of 
State as Traiturs to the Church; if up- 
braiding the Bifhops with betraying it 3 if 
fendimg all the Moderate Men to the Devil 
for Phaunaricks, and Chriitening all the fober 
Church Pasty, Presbyterians; if Raving io 
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of the Nacion’s Reprefentatives, to apply — 
Suitable Remedies to this National Evii; — 
that, if polible, that unruly Member, the 
Tongue, either in Pulpit ot Table-Exceffes, — 
may he folimitted. as, at leaft, tobe taken 
off trom its peculiar Excefles in Mattersof 
Government; that the Péople of Engl a 
by Inclination quiet, peaceable and-loyal, 
may not fuffer the Agitations of fecret 
Engins, employ’d by the Publick Enemies of 
the Nation; to {crew them up fo Difcon=- 
tents Faétions and Unealinefs ; ‘the Profic 
of which may be co the Contrivers, but 
the Ruine and Deftruétion muft inevitably 
fall on the Nation. 
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